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Help Wanted
Church Secretary
We are looking for a

people-friendly person 
with computer skills 

(Microsoft Suite)
to work Mon-Fri, 9-1

(20 hrs/week)
We offer a pleasant
work environment

& free coffee! 
Call 754-4944 for Info

Local, Independently 
Owned & Operated 
Pharmacy Offering 

Fast & Friendly Service and 
FREE Local Delivery

260-1918

Flu/Shingles Vaccinations
with prescription

Compounding Available

www.wellnessparkpharmacy.com

8672 Buffalo Ave.
Niagara Falls

CBD OILS
Creams, Gummies, Capsules 

& Topical Applications
Large Variety with Competitive Pricing
PCT Line Available for Pain, Anxiety, 

745-9858

   Youngstown  
Village Diner
The

MON 6AM-2PM - Soup and Sandwich Specials
TUE  6AM-8PM - Chicken Parm, 
Spaghetti and Meatballs, Eggplant Parm, 
Penne Parm and Liver & Onions
WED 6AM-8PM - Chicken Cutlet, 
Hot Turkey Sandwich or Haddock
THURS 6AM-8PM - Swedish Meatballs 
over Egg Noodles or Haddock
FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches, 
Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder
SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eggs Benedict,
Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta
Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu 

~ WEEKLY SPECIALS ~

STOP IN AND TRY OUR HOMEMADE SOUPS

National Newspaper Week 2020

2020 HAS SHOWN US WHY AMERICA NEEDS JOURNALISTS
BY RANDY EVANS

There is one week set aside each year 
to salute newspapers for the important 
role they have played in our nation, a role 
that goes back to the beginning of these 
United States. 

This year, however, waiting until Oct. 
4-10 and National Newspaper Week has 
been diffi cult, because the coronavirus 
pandemic and a variety of major news 
events across our land have tested news-
papers, and our communities, in ways we 
might never have fathomed.

Taking stock of the contributions by 
newspapers, large and small, serves as an 
important reminder of why our Founding 
Fathers wrote freedom of the press into 
the Constitution’s Bill of Rights – and why 
the theme for this year’s National News-
paper Week, “America Needs Journalists,” 
is so appropriate.

We have seen our lives and our commu-
nities change in dramatic ways because of 
coronavirus. 

In the early weeks, businesses closed 
their doors and government offi ces were 
darkened in response to directives that 
all but the most essential workers should 
remain at home to guard against spread-
ing the disease. 

Newspapers scrambled to protect their 
employees, too. But newspapers still 
needed to be produced to serve their 
readers and communities and to fulfi ll that 
vital information function the Founding 
Fathers envisioned. 

Journalists quickly educated themselves 
on the coronavirus and shared that knowl-
edge with readers. They kept their com-
munities informed – telling readers where 
tests were available, reporting on local 
test results, sharing the heartbreaking 
news of deaths, and alerting people about 
employment changes at local businesses.

Journalists turned to their kitchen 
tables, spare bedrooms and basement 
offi ces to take the place of the newsrooms 
where they had gathered with colleagues 
a few weeks earlier. While the locations 
changed, the core mission of newspapers 
did not.

Newspapers have long served as 

“watchdogs” over government. The pan-
demic magnifi ed the signifi cance of this 
role because the virus closed most gov-
ernment offi ces, and meetings of school 
boards, city councils and county offi cials 
moved onto Zoom.

Reporters have always tried to be vigi-
lant over the way state and local govern-
ments use tax money and make decisions. 
But in 2020, journalists also have worked 
to keep up with the dynamic nature of the 
coronavirus testing data. They have tried 
to make sense of the metrics government 
leaders have relied upon in making deci-
sions on mask wearing, social distancing, 
and back-to-school directives.

The most potent tool of newspapers con-
tinues to be the spotlight. They shine it on 
problems that need to be addressed and 
on solutions that ought to be considered. 
They shine it on stories that are heart-
warming and uplifting. At other times, 
they shine it on topics that might raise the 
blood pressure of readers.

There has been a long tradition of news-
papers advocating for the public’s access 
to government meetings and records so 
citizens know what their government is 
doing, or not doing. This is hugely impor-
tant now and long term, because govern-
ment should conduct its business – really, 
it’s the public’s business – in open, not in 
secret, so citizens have the opportunity to 
share their views on forthcoming deci-
sions.

The important work of newspapers 
stretches far beyond government build-
ings, however. Newspapers are there to 
introduce readers to interesting people. 
They tell their communities about events 

that are coming up. They provide the stuff 
that fi nds its way into families’ scrapbooks 
and onto the doors of refrigerators – news 
items about awards received, honors be-
stowed, touchdowns scored, prizewinning 
pigs shown at local fairs, and on and on. 

And in times of great distress – during 
killer hurricanes and tornadoes, horren-
dous fl oods and wildfi res – newspapers 
step up in ways that truly can make the 
difference between life and death. News-
papers have done that this year, once 
again being the go-to source for vital de-
tails the public needs – the lists of places 
where people can charge their cellphones, 
laptops and medical equipment, the loca-

tions of shelters and meal distribution 
sites, and places where people can get 
drinking water or provide a helping hand 
to those in need.

The immense challenges we all have 
dealt with this year clearly underscore the 
fact that America needs journalists.

Randy Evans is executive director of the 
Iowa Freedom of Information Council. He 

was a newspaper reporter and editor in 
Iowa for 42 years. 

Editorial courtesy of National Newspaper 
Week 2020, https://www.nationalnewspa-

perweek.com.

including soils and building rub-
ble and debris from the demol-
ished structures on the NFSS. 
Subunit A is found in the central 
and south-south- west portions of 
the IWCS cell.

•Subunits B and C, found in 
the middle and northern sections 
of the IWCS, contain assorted 
rubble and debris associated with 
K-65 waste handling, demolished 
building structures, contaminat-
ed ore-processing residual mate-
rials, and lower-volume contami-
nated soils. The estimated total 
volume of both units is 249,632 
cubic yards, yet the actual per-
centage of radioactivity is just 2%.

John Busse, who served as 
LOOW site project manager at 
the time, said the cleanup process 
would involve a complete encap-
sulation of the IWCS cell and the 
use of robotics to open it up and 
remove the subunit A materials.

Lower level wastes in subunits 
B and C at the IWCS would be 
handled using standard Formerly 
Utilized Sites Remedial Action 
Program protocols and equip-
ment, similar to that used earlier 
at a Corps cleanup at a Linde facil-
ity in Tonawanda, Busse said.

No human contact would be 
involved within the encapsulated 
unit whatsoever, and the entire 
IWCS would have safeguards 

to protect the community with 
regard to air monitoring and re-
lease.

At this writing, the project re-
mains subject to federal govern-
ment funding appropriations 
from Congress. 

Returning to the Corps’ article 
3 balance of plan announcement, 
Arleen K. Kreusch, APR, outreach 
program specialist for the Corps 
Buffalo District, said, “Since then 
we’ve actively pursued the devel-
opment of the remedial design 
contract to remediate the (NFSS) 
site. We expect to award this de-
sign contract in 2021 and our ef-
forts have not been delayed or im-
pacted by the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.” 

She said the Corps has been 
proceeding over past months 
on the decision-making process 
for contamination located on the 
NFSS, but outside of the IWCS to 
arrive at what is referred to as al-
ternative 3.

“Release of this proposed plan 
is a signifi cant step forward. 
This plan proposes a remedy for 
addressing contaminated soils, 
buildings and building founda-
tions, utilities, roads and roadbeds 
known as the balance of plant OU, 
and contaminated groundwater 
known as the Groundwater OU,” 
Kreusch said.

She explained that, under the 

Corps’ preferred method, “Under 
alternative 3, impacted soil, road 
bedding and groundwater are re-
moved; the foundation and utili-
ties of former Building 401 are re-
moved, and Building 433 and the 
foundations of former Buildings 
430 and 431/432 are decontami-
nated by scarifying (mechanically 
grinding the surface) and left in 
place. 

“FUSRAP-related material that 
is removed will be transported 
off-site for disposal at an appro-
priately permitted disposal facil-
ity. Following implementation of 
alternative 3, the site would be 

remediated to levels suitable for 
industrial use (i.e., protective of 
both construction and industrial 
workers). Five-year reviews will 
be conducted to ensure continued 
protectiveness of the remedy.”

The Corps public comment pe-
riod began Oct. 5 and continues 
to Dec. 5. In the meantime, the 
Corps will hold a virtual public 
hearing at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Oct. 21, to present the plan to the 
public. Due to space limitations, 
those interested in participating 
are requested to register with the 
Corps by Oct. 19 via email at fus-
rap@usace.army.mil.

The proposed plan is available 
for review at https://www.lrb.us-
ace.army.mil/Missions/HTRW/
FUSRAP/Niagara-Falls-Storage-
Site/. The Corps is now accepting 
public comments on the plan. 

For further information, re-
spond to the Corps via the above 
email or call 800-833-6390. 

Corps to hold virtual presentation Oct. 21
Continued from Page 1
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